
Health Care &  
World Religions
Health Care &  

World Religions

Understanding the Need for Interfaith/
Intercultural Togetherness & Education
Understanding the Need for Interfaith/
Intercultural Togetherness & Education

A Handbook for  Health Care Professionals

Sponsored by:

By: Dr. Malcolm Nazareth



Health Care &  
World Religions
Health Care &  

World Religions

Author: Dr. Malcolm Nazareth

Graphics designer: Norhashimah Erpelding of Creative Artistic Nuance

Sponsor: Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota Foundation’s three 
generous grants to UNIITE in 2006-07 enabled this booklet to see the light 
of day in 2008

Presenters: I owe much of the content, including phrases and sometimes 
sentences, to the respected presenters of UNIITE’s “Health Care and 
World Religions” series (Phases A and C).  For such authoritative 
“insider’s information,” and not for the idiosyncratic manner in which I 
put it all together, I am deeply obligated to Sunny Sinh Chanthanouvong, 
Casey Anonthisene R.N., Saphaothong Komany, Drs. Kusum and Krishna 
Saxena, Dr. Surendra Chaudhary, Dr. H. Giovanni Antunez, Dr. Jesus 
H. Lopez Moreno, Dr. Saeed Fahia, Dr. Osman M. Ahmed (Harare), Dr. 
Kang Xiaaj, and Dr. Yang Lo (all of Phase A).  I am similarly in the debt 
of Dr. Dia Cha, Dr. Mohamed Hassan, Dr. Napoleon (Lucho) Espejo, Dr. 
Sombath Senethong, and Dr. Shashikant Sane (all of Phase C).

Co-sponsor: CentraCare Health Foundation gave UNIITE a 2006 
supporting grant

Partners: The Diversity Committee and the Educational and Professional 
Development Department at St. Cloud Hospital (SCH); Abbott 
Northwestern’s Sartell Outpatient Center; Department of Nursing at the 
College of St. Benedict and St. John’s University (CSBSJU); Department 
of Social Work at St. Cloud State University (SCSU); Central Minnesota 
Community Foundation

Board of Directors of UNIITE: April Lange, Dr. Lin Holder, Ric Studer,  
Dr. Mary T. Howard.  Advisory members: Mariani Nazareth R.N.,  
Fr. Dave Gallus

Former Board members of UNIITE during HCWR series: Dr. Jerry 
Wetterling, Jayme Wickman, Cristina Seaborn, Norhashimah Erpelding, 
Sharon Sponheim, Dan McKanan, Cindy Eskandary, Mark Thelen, 
Deborah Vander Eyk, and Bonita Zimmer

Published by Rengel Printing Company, St. Cloud, MN.
Date: July 26, 2008, St. Cloud, MN
July 20-26 is celebrated as National Hospitality House Week

© 2008 Malcolm Nazareth
The electronic version of this booklet, in pdf format, is downloadable 
at no charge for widest possible copying and distribution.  After 
9/30/08, the concluding day of UNIITE’s existence as a nonprofit, and 
the closing of its website, please go to www.communityview.org  
to access the electronic version.

A Handbook for Health Care Professionals
(Insights on attaining Cultural Competence with respect to 
Hmong, Lao Buddhists, Latina/o Christians, Somali Muslims, 
and South Asian Hindus)


