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P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E 

Location: Conference Room A
Abbott Northwestern’s Sartell Outpatient Center

2000 Abbott Northwestern Court
Sartell, MN 56377

 
TUESDAY MARCH 13, 2007

Time: 8:00 am to 10:30 am
“Hmong and Health Care”

Presenter: Dr. Dia Cha, Departments of 
Anthropology and Ethnic Studies, St. Cloud State 

University 

MONDAY MARCH 19, 2007
Time: 8:00 am to 10:30 am

“Somali Muslims and Health Care”
Presenter: Dr. Mohamed Hassan, hepatologist and 

gastroenterologist, University of Minnesota Medical 
Center 

MONDAY MARCH 19, 2007
Time: 10:45 am to 1:15 pm

“Latino/a Christians and Health Care”
Presenter: Dr. Napoleon (Lucho) Espejo, family 

practice physician, Fargo, MN
 

MONDAY MARCH 26, 2007
Time: 9:30 am to 12:00 pm

“Lao Buddhists and Health Care”
Presenter: Dr. Sombath Senethong, pediatrician, 

San Diego, CA

SATURDAY MARCH 31, 2007
Location: Delta Room in Lower Basement

Christ Church Newman Center
396 1st Ave South

St Cloud, MN 56301

Time: 11:00 am to 1:30 pm
“South Asian Hindus and Health Care”

Presenter: Dr. Shashikant Sane, radiologist at 
Children’s Hospital

All sessions free and open 
to the public

Suggested donation of $10 to UNIITE for 
each of the five cultural competency training 

panels is greatly appreciated

Accreditation
Although free and open to all, pre-registration 
is required for any health care professionals 

seeking 2.5 CEUs. Pre-register with:
Nursing Department 

College of St. Benedict/St. John’s University, 
37 College Ave South 
St. Joseph, MN 56374

For more information 

please contact

UNIITE
P.O. Box 6162

St. Cloud MN 56302-6162

Dr. Malcolm Nazareth
(Executive Director)

malnazareth@charter.net
320.291.7124

admin@uniite.org
www.uniite.org

http://www.uniite.org/HCWR_phaseC.html



Understanding the  Need 
for  Inter fa i th  Intercul tura l 

Togetherness  and Educat ion 
(U.N.I . I .T.E.)  i s  a  pathbreaking 

inter fa i th  group which has  spent  s ix 
years  intens ive ly  fos ter ing intercul tura l 

unders tanding among St .  Cloud’s  d i sparate 
populat ions .

Beginning in  the  fa l l  o f  2006,  UNIITE’s 
“Heal th Care  and World Rel ig ions”  ser ies  wi l l 
embody our  commitment  to  improving hea l th 

and wel l -be ing of  new Minnesotans  by looking 
beyond hea l th  care  today for  ideas  that  create 

hea l thier  communit ies  tomorrow.

The ser ies  proposes  to  at ta in thi s  goa l  by 
of fer ing t ra ining and organiz ing cul tura l 

exchanges  for  hea l th  care  profess ional s  and the 
larger  community  about  cul tura l ly  appropr iate 

approaches  to  immigrant  hea l th .

The ser ies  wi l l  inaugurate  a  three-year  project 
geared toward cul tura l  competence  in  hea l th 

care  de l ivery  and soc ia l  connectedness  in  favor 
of  new immigrants .  

H ea  l th   C are    &  W or  l d 
R e l i g ions     S eries   

In i t s  inaugura l  year,  UNIITE’s  “Heal th Care 
and World Rel ig ions”  ser ies  wi l l  focus  on f ive 

re la t ive ly  new immigrant  groups  in  the  St . 
Cloud area ,  namely,  South As ian Hindus ,  Lao 

Buddhis t s ,  Hmong,  Lat ino/a  Chri s t ians ,  and 
Somal i  Musl ims.

The program wi l l  unfold in  three  phases  in 
the  f i r s t  year :   We wi l l  conduct  f ive  4-hour 

ses s ions  in  St .  Cloud every  other  Tuesday in 
order  to  or ient  hea l th  care  profess ional s  to 

the  soc io-cul tura l  and re l ig ious  needs  of  the 
f ive  immigrant  groups .   We wi l l  conclude thi s 

phase  with an 8-hour  Cultura l  Heal ing Fest iva l 
on a  Saturday (Phase  A:  end-September 

through mid-November  2006) .

We wi l l  fo l low up on Phase  A with ta lk ing 
c i rc les .   Interes ted ser ies -par t ic ipants  wi l l 

deve lop diverse  hea l th-care  re la ted case 
s tor ies  on the  f ive  new immigrant  groups 

(Phase  B:  mid-November  through end-
February  2007) .

The f indings  of  Phase  B wi l l  be  brought 
before  s ta te- leve l  or  nat ional - leve l  spec ia l i s t s 
in  the  f ive  new immigrant  groups .   In  three 
panel  presentat ions ,  the  ta lk ing c i rc les  wi l l 
publ ic ly  present  se lected case  s tor ies  to  the 

spec ia l i s t s  for  the i r  exper t  comments  on 
re l ig ious  and cul tura l  spec i f ic s .   Each exper t 
wi l l  a l so  de l iver  an hour’s  address  on hea l th 
care  and the  immigrant  groups  in  quest ion.  
Immediate ly  a f ter  the  f i f th  and f ina l  panel 
presentat ion,  we wi l l  conclude Phase  C of 
Year  One with a  7-hour  Cultura l  Heal ing 

Fest iva l   (Phase  C:  March 2007) .

The bas ic  format  of  the  program i s  not 
expected to  vary  substant ia l ly  f rom year  to 
year.   During the  second and third years  of 

UNIITE’s  project ,  however,  d i f ferent  cul tures 
and t radi t ions  wi l l  be  highl ighted,  and the 

program wi l l  be  of fered to  a  wider  audience .  

Clear ly,  UNIITE’s  2006-07 project  envis ions 
a  s i tuat ion where  di spar i t ie s  in  hea l th  care 
are  e l iminated.   The project’s  miss ion i s  to 
fos ter  cul tura l  competence  in  the  ser v ice  of 

vulnerable  populat ions  in  Centra l  Minnesota .
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